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The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  for  1945 
* shall  again  he  abbreviated  and  confined  to  essential  matters  and 
exceptional  measures.  He  desires  it  to  contain  information  on  the 
steps  taJken  to  combat  infestation  and  on  the  state  of  water  supplies. 
Statistics  are  to  be  preserved  but  not  included  in  this  report. 

The  health  of  the  population  v/as  good  and  no  unusual  epidemic 
occurred  during  the  year^ 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  proceeds  satisfactorily.  In  the 
middle  of  1945  it  was  estimated  that76^  of  the  child  population 
aged  5 to  15  were  iraraunised,  and  65%  of  those  aged  under  5,  Conip arable 
figures  for  the  end  of  the  year  are  not  available  because  an  alteration 
was  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  the  form  of  return  and  method 
of  compiling  statistics,  Ho  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

Infestation,  The  prevalence  of  scabies  and  pediculosis  decreased 
very  considerably  during  the  year  and  is  no  longer  a serious  problem. 
The  facilities  which  we  had  for  dealing  with  these  conditions  have 
also  been  much  reduced  by  the  final  closing  of  the  Rural  District 
Council’s  Isolation  Ho^ital  and  the  First  Aid  Post,  The  Clinic  con- 
ducted by  the  Post  has  been  continued  in  another  form  b^r  the  County 
Council, chiefly  for  school-children,  and  is  still  available  for  the 
treatment  of  scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions. 

Water  Supply,  The  vi/hole  town  has  a piped  supply  from  the  Blandford 
Waterworks  Con^any,  which  is  excellent  both  in  c^antity  and  q[uality,  A 
deep  well  in  the  chalk  formation  gives  a pure  water  at  the  source  and 
regular  chlorination  gives  additional  security. 

Though  every  house  has  water  within  easy  reach  a considerable 
number  of  them  have  ne  water  laid  on  to  the  inside  but  depend  on  out- 
side standpipes. 

Monthly  samples  from  the  water  going  into  supply  are  examined 
bacteriologically,  and  quarterly  samples  by  chemical  analysis.  All  gave 
highly  satisfactory  results. 

Housing  conditions  cause  much  anxiety  to  the  Council,  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  overcrowding  and  much  old  and  bad  house  property.  Those 
houses  which  were  the  subject  of  clearance  schemes  before  the  war  still 
stand  and  are  of  necessity  occupied.  The  temporary  housing  scheme  is 
wellforward  and  in  fact  12  prefabricated  houses  are  now  (March, 1946) 
erected  and  occupied,  but  this  does  little  to  relieve  the  situation. 

The  Councils  permanent  housing  scheme  is  held  up  by  delay  in  acquiring 
the  proposed  site. 
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